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From: Prime Minister of Australia via Prime Minister of Australia <webservices@pmc.gov.au>
Date: Fri, Dec 11, 2020 at 12:02 PM

Subject: Your message to the Prime Minister

To: <elizmhart@gmail.com>

Thank you for your message to the Prime Minister at pm.gov.au. For your records, a copy of your message is set out at the bottom
of this email.

If your message relates to COVID-19, the Australian Government has established https://www.australia.gov.au for up to date advice
on how you can protect yourself and your family. Information includes an online symptom checker, travel bans and restrictions,
guidance for receiving financial support, health and prevention information and key updates from the Prime Minister and the
National Cabinet.

All items of correspondence are read and carefully considered, however not all items will receive a response. When responses are
sent, these items will be sent via the same method in which they are received; via email or Australia Post

In some cases, where appropriate, your correspondence will be referred to other Federal Ministers or state/territory governments for
their consideration. This will occur when the issue raised falls within their responsibilities.

This is an automatically generated email. Please do not reply to this email as this address is not monitored.

If you have any problems with this service please contact the Web Administrator through the site feedback service at
https://www.pm.gov.au/site-feedback

Submitted on Friday, 11 December, 2020 - 12:32

Title: Ms

First name: Elizabeth

Family name: Hart

Email address: elizmhart@gmail.com
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Your address:

Subject: Coronavirus mass testing - a gross waste of money and resources
Comment:

Dear Prime Minister

Re Australia's ongoing disproportionate and ill-targeted response to the coronavirus, including the highly questionable use of mass
testing, FYI, please see below my recent rapid response published on The BMJ (aka The British Medical Journal), the referenced
version of which is accessible via this link: https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m4460/rr-2

Coronavirus mass testing - a gross waste of money and resources

Dear Editor

England's health secretary, Matt Hancock, says "Mass testing is a vital tool to help us control this virus and get life more normal".[1]
| disagree. Extraordinary amounts of money and resources are being expended on testing around the world - is this justifiable?

In Australia 9,872,011 tests have been conducted with 0.3% being positive.[2]

According to Gareth lacobucci's report, "as at 16 November the Liverpool pilot had tested 100,000 asymptomatic people, of whom
700 (0.7%) tested positive for covid-19".[1] [3]

In the Australian and Liverpool examples, there appears to be a huge waste of resources with this mass testing, with more than
99% of the tests being negative.

How much is all this testing costing, not just money and direct resources, but also in causing disruption in people's lives, worry
about results, loss of productivity etc?

A WHO report providing guidance for surveillance during an influenza pandemic, published in 2017, recommends "case-based
reporting (the counting of individual cases) should cease once there is broad community transmission in a country - at this point,
syndromic data from sentinel sites, hospital-based data and systematic laboratory testing should be used instead".[4]
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Doesn't this mean that widespread testing of asymptomatic people should be ceased?

Surely scarce money and resources can be better targeted in the coronavirus response? As Professor Allyson Pollock says, mass
screening proposals risk causing harm through "significant diversion of healthcare resources".[1]

Ongoing testing and questionable 'case' numbers are being used to implement drastic limitations on people's freedom of movement
and association around the world, including lockdowns which interfere with people's right to earn their own living, to freely associate
with others, to simply live their lives freely.

There must be an urgent reappraisal of the worth of mass testing.

27 November 2020

Elizabeth M Hart

Independent person investigating the over-use of vaccine products and conflicts of interest in vaccination policy
Adelaide, Australia



